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Chicago, Arlington House Youth Hostel, Friday, October 21, 6:05 am
Hello from Chicago - First Impressions

So here | am again, on another short excursion away from home. I've been
awake for an hour already and decided the best thing is to get up and put my first
impressions on paper. Since there is only a one hour time difference between
Toronto and Chicago | decided yesterday | wasn't even going to change my
watch over. So when | came down this morning to use the free computer at the
Arlington Youth Hostel in Chicago, | realized it's not 7 am, but actually only 6 am.
Well, even better, that'll give me more chance to explore.

A trip to Chicago has been in the works for a while. | have been here twice before,
once in 2001 with 3 of my friends, and once in April of 2003 to meet my friend
Linda who | have known from back home in Austria since we are 10 years old.
You realize you are getting old when you can say to someone that you have

known them for 30 years...

So Linda, who now lives in Indiana, and | decided to reunite in Chicago again, so
she is planning to come in today at 10:25 with the South Shore Railway Line. I,
on the other hand, decided to fly this time, instead of driving or taking the train (15

hours from Toronto!!!) as | did the last two times.

As I've done several times this year already in my trips to New York City and

Vancouver/Victoria, | decided to use my Airmiles to come down to Chicago on a

free flight, and what a great decision that was since the flight is just over an hour
long. With the help of Airmiles, this is shaping up to be a really reasonable and
cost-effective weekend getaway in a great city that will allow me to keep my costs

as low as possible.

Yesterday, | flew out of Pearson International Airport at 4:45 pm and arrived at
5:30 Chicago time. Chicago's O'Hare Airport is the world's busiest airport, and
judging by the size of the terminals, | can only concur. After walking what felt like
miles | reached the level where the subway trains depart, and | bought a 3-day

visitor ticket for US$12.00. Chicago, similar to New York City, has a great transit

system, with a large network of interconnected buses, subways and elevated

trains. | am fascinated by the "el-train" system that runs through the downtown
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area and the "Loop" as it is called. The train on stilts has been in existence since
the early 1900s, and it allows you to see some of the beautiful architecture that

Chicago has to offer.

My destination was the Arlington House Youth Hostel, a place | had already

stayed at during my earlier two trips. At US$56.00 per night for a private room for
2 people (albeit with a shared bathroom), you can't beat the pricing. The Arlington
House is located in the beautiful neighbourhood of Lincoln Park and literally just
15 minutes from downtown by el-train or bus. It took me 45 minutes by train to get
to the Washington Station downtown where | changed over to the red line which

just took about 10 to 15 minutes to get me to Fullerton.

| am usually pretty proud of my 'highly developed sense of orientation’, but when |
left the Fullerton el-train station it was dark already and | promptly ended up
walking westwards on Fullerton, in the opposite direction of where | was
supposed to go. | managed to successfully delay my arrival at the youth hostel by
about 45 minutes due to walking in the wrong direction and not being able to
connect with anyone who might have known where the youth hostel is. None of
the DePaul university students that | asked had any idea of where the intersection
of Lincoln and Fullerton was, they were probably all new in town themselves. |
finally arrived at the next larger intersection "Ashland" and realized | had walked

about 2 or 3 km westwards, in the wrong direction.

Pretty tired from rolling my suitcase around | decided to catch the bus back east
on Fullerton and arrived at the Arlington House not much later. The Arlington
House with its large entrance hall full of young (and older) travellers and its
absolutely spartanic rooms (no closets, no night tables, no table lamps, no chairs,
no desks - just a metal bunk bed for our private room) is always an experience.
But | love it, it makes me feel young again to hang out with all these world
travellers and adventurers of different ages.

I had originally planned to head downtown, but due to my detour | was pretty
pooped and decided to just go and eat something locally. | strolled south on Clark
Street which has many lively little restaurants and plopped myself down in a place
called Ranalli's where | had an extremely filling soup, salad and tiramisu dinner.

After all this running around it was nice to sit down, read the paper, including the
4
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events calendar and try to figure out what adventures could be in store for this
weekend.

Today | got up early, actually an hour earlier than | thought since | want to do
some exploring before my friend Linda comes into town. | am planning to meet
her at 10:25 at the Randolph Street train station, so | have a few hours for

exploring before she comes into town.

I might take a bus north, or go south into the Old Town Neighbourhood, close to
North Street.

It's going to be interesting.....
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Chicago, Screenz Internet Cafe, Saturday, October 21, 2005, 9:15 am
Hello from Chicago - What a fabulously photogenic ¢ ity!

Yesterday | woke up at 5:00 am Chicago time and I figured | might as well get
ahead of the crowd at the Arlington House Youth Hostel and take an early shower.

At 6 am | was already on the Internet, recording my first impressions of this

exciting city and by 6:30 am | had left the hostel. It was still pretty dark outside

and the sun was just slowly starting to come up.

| walked through the quiet Lincoln Park neighbourhood all the way to the Lake
Michigan Shoreline where the cool wind was just howling off the lake. Joggers,
bicyclists and power walkers were already out in full force. | strolled around for
about 15 minutes, but when the wind got too strong | decided to take a bus and
head south to a neighbourhood called "Old Town", near North Street and N. Wells
Street. It's a tidy, well-kept neighbourhood of historic homes and the location of
the Second City Comedy Club, a place that has spawned so many comedic

talents.

After a brisk morning walk around OIld Town | hopped back on the el-train and
went to check out downtown. | got off in the Loop and headed out towards the

openness of Michigan Avenue and Grant Park. Interestingly the wind in between

the buildings in the Loop was much stronger than in the open areas just off the

Lake Michigan Shoreline.

Michigan Avenue and Grant Park are one of the areas where Chicago's beauty is

most striking. Daniel Burnham's city plan of 1909 that preserved a huge amount

of green space right on the shoreline of Lake Michigan was a brilliant decision,
and visitors and local residents alike benefit from the huge green zone between
the Loop and the lake. Grant Park's beginnings actually date all the way back to
1835, when foresighted citizens, fearing commercial lakefront development,
lobbied to protect the open space. Burnham's vision of the park as a formal
landscape with museums and civic buildings became reality: today Grant Park

holds 3 of the city's most distinguished museums: The Field Museum of Natural

History, the Shedd Aquarium and the Adler Planetarium.
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The Buckingham Fountain is the centerpiece of Grant Park, the city's grand "front
yard," and it is set within a handsomely landscaped garden, one of the city's finest
examples of a Beaux-Arts-style landscape design. It is an exact replica of the
fountain in Versalilles, just twice as large, and with those measurements it is one

of the largest free-standing fountains in the world.

At the north end of Grant Park is Millennium Park, at an investment of $495

million Chicago's most ambitious public undertaking. Unsightly railroad tracks and
parking lots were turned into a multi-media outdoor entertainment area during the
last few years. Among Millennium Park's prominent features are the Frank Gehry-
designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of
its kind in the United States; a winding mirror clad bridge over Stetson Street,
designed by world-renowned architect Frank Gehry; and "Cloud Gate" ("The
Bean"), a hugely popular sculpture inspired by liquid mercury, designed by British
artist Anish Kapoor. On this beautiful sunny morning, the reflections of the city's

skyscrapers had an almost surreal feel to them.

| still had about an hour and a half before my friend Linda would arrive at the
Randolph Street Station, so | decided to head north on Michigan Avenue towards

two of my favourite buildings: the Wrigley Building and the Chicago Tribune

Tower. The Wrigley building serves as the headquarters of the Wrigley (chewing
gum) company and was built in 1920 by the company's founder, William Wrigley
Jr. It was the first of a series of landmarks at the southern end of the Magnificent
Mile.

The design of the Tribune Tower was the result of an international competition for
“"the most beautiful office building in the world,"” held in 1922 by the Chicago
Tribune newspaper. The various competition entries proved extremely influential
for the development of skyscraper architecture in the 1920s. The winning entry,
with a crowning tower with flying buttresses, is derived from the design of the

French cathedral of Rouen and gives the building its striking silhouette.

The area around the Michigan Avenue Bridge and Esplanade looking westwards
along the Chicago River is an absolute mecca for an architecture buff like me.
You'll find a mixture of classic skyscrapers, many of them built in Art Deco Style,
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as well as more modern skyscrapers built over the last 30 years. This has to be

one of the most impressive urban vistas in existence anywhere.

| continued to walk west on Wacker Drive and walked past a number of the north-
south streets that connect the Loop with the areas north of downtown. | wanted to

capture another fascinating building: Merchandise Mart, an impressive building at

the north bank of the Chicago river between Wells and Orleans street, was built in
1931. At that time, when it was constructed by Marshall Field and Company to
replace H.H. Ricardson's Marshall Field Wholesale store, it was the building with
the largest floor area in the world and today it is the second largest building in the

United States after the Pentagon.

A short hop on the el-train later | got off at Randolph Street to pick up my friend
Linda who was scheduled to arrive at 10:25 am on the South Shore Railway Line.
We have known each other since we are 10 years old (almost 30 years!) and
grew up in Austria, and Linda herself moved to the United States a few years ago.
We hadn't seen each other for 2 years and this was the time to reconnect.

Linda arrived a few minutes late and after a heart-felt greeting we headed off to
the Chicago Cultural Center to try to pick up a 3-day transit pass. Much to our
surprise we were told that the closest location for multi-day transit passes was the
Marriot Hotel at 549 North Michigan Avenue, about 20 minutes walking north of
where we were. We were a bit surprised that it would be so inconvenient for
visitors arriving in the Loop to purchase transit passes, but off we went with
Linda's suitcase in tow and we were finally able to pick up our coveted 3-day
transit pass at the 2nd floor gift shop of the Marriot Hotel.

We decided to get rid of Linda's luggage and headed north towards the youth
hostel on the bus. By that time it was about noon and we were both voraciously
hungry. So we plunked ourselves down at a cozy spot called the "Pasta Bowl" on
Clark Street and | had a really delicious gorgonzola pasta that | absolutely

devoured.

From there we went back to the Arlington House, dropped off Linda's luggage
and rested for a bit since we were both pretty tired after this hefty lunch. At 4 pm
we got going again and headed down to the Golden Mile, Chicago's main

shopping area along Michigan Avenue, north of the Chicago River. The place
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was absolutely hopping with people. We picked up a little gift for Linda's daughter
at H&M and then headed up into the John Hancock Centre, Chicago's third
highest building.

The view from the John Hancock Centre was amazing and the sun was just
getting ready to set. Chicago's skyline is impressive, crowned as it is by the Sears
Tower. After our high altitude excursion we strolled along Michigan Avenue and
for dinner we headed back into the Lincoln Park area where we had a very filling

Mexican vegetarian burrito dinner on Lincoln Avenue.

Exhausted from all this exploring and eating, we went back to the Arlington House
to crash in our bunk bed...
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Old Town Second City Improv

St. Michael's Church View from John Hancock Center
Wrigley Building & Chicago Tribune Tower Stunning vista across the Chicago River
"Cloud Gate", a.k.a. "The Bean" Jay Pritzker Pavillon
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Chicago, Screenz Internet Cafe, Saturday, October 21, 2005, 10:25 am
Hello from Chicago - Multiple Austrian Connections

So the two of us expatriate Austrians are staying at the Arlington House Hostel, in
itself an exciting experience, to be immersed in this environment of young (and

older) travellers from all over the world.

We got going early again this morning, at about 7 am. In the shower room Linda
and | were talking and joking to each other in our Austrian dialect, all of a sudden
a woman in her mid to late forties said, in German, "Am | hearing Austrian being

spoken around here?"

It turns out that she is currently in Chicago with her 22 year old daughter who is
working as a nanny in Boston. The two ladies got away for the weekend to
Chicago. Linda and | said how astounding it was to run into someone from Austria

during our trip to Chicago.

Well, it was time to get breakfast so we headed east to Clark Street, one of the
main restaurant areas in Lincoln Park. We strolled northwards and bumped into a

bakery / restaurant called "Austrian Bakery" which was open at this early hour. Of

course we went inside and we saw a whole assortment of beautiful baked
goodies, a variety of breads and rolls, and a glass display case full of cakes and

pastries.

One thing that Austrian cuisine has is great pastry and great breads. As a matter

of fact, Austria's loaves of rye bread, with their crispy crust, can hardly be found
anywhere else, even in Toronto, where you can generally find foods from all over
the world. You really have to go to a very specialized bakery that will make these

types of loaves from scratch.

Well, this place had them, and talking to the owner we found out that he hails
from the same province as Linda and me: "Steiermark” or "Styria" (in English),
whose capital is Graz, Austria's second largest city. The young man who owned
the bakery had completed his apprenticeship in Graz, and both Linda and | had
gone to university in the same city. What a coincidence.....

12
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We enjoyed a beautiful breakfast with different types of breads and sweets, and
then we were approached by a young lady sitting at a table next to us who asked
us in German if we were from Austria. Of course we confirmed and she indicated

that she was from Salzburg and was currently studying medicine in Michigan.

So within about an hour and a half we had met 3 Austrians from 3 different
Austrian provinces in Chicago. | sometimes go years in Toronto before | run into
anybody from my home country, so this Austrian connection was definitely

surprising.....

Well, it's a cool, grey and rainy day, but we decided we would defy the weather
and made plans to head to another one of Chicago's interesting neighbourhoods:

the Pullman Historic District.

13
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There we are in front of all the delicious goodies

Chicago' splendour

Sculptures in front of the Wrigley

"Corn cobs"
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Chicago, Arlington House, Sunday, October 23, 2005, 6:15 am

Hello from Chicago - A Personal Tour of the Chicago Cultural

Center

Yesterday, after our lovely Austrian breakfast we went downtown to the Chicago

Cultural Center, the main downtown information hub for tourists, to ask some

questions about the Pullman Historic District, a planned industrial community,

built in the 1880s by industrial magnate George Pullman, creator of the famous
Pullman sleeper cars. We figured this would be an interesting place to visit since
it brings together architecture, social and industrial history, and it would really give

us insight into one of the most interesting personalities of Chicago's history.

To get more information about this neighbourhood we talked to one of the
volunteer greeters who staff the Chicago Cultural Center and offer their local
expertise to visitors free of charge. The Chicago Greeter program today offers
150 greeters speaking 20 languages and the Greeter program is one of the best

ways of getting to know the city through the eyes of a local resident.

As a matter of fact, | had registered electronically for a Chicago Greeter Tour prior
to my departure, but something had gone wrong with my registration and as a
result | was not assigned a greeter. The good thing is that the City of Chicago
also offers "InstaGreeters" - local volunteers / experts who take people on
downtown walking tours without the necessity of a prior registration.

This is how we happened upon our very own personal InstaGreeter tour: Chicago
Greeter and local expert Don talked to us a bit about the Pullman Historic District,
but the more we talked, and the more he saw that we were really interested, he
asked us whether we wanted a 20 minute tour of the Chicago Cultural Center.

Considering that this is a Chicago landmark we readily agreed.

The Chicago Cultural Center was originally dedicated in 1897 as the city's original

Public Library. It is an impressive limestone-faced building with intricate details,
marble staircases, patterned ceilings, beautiful floor mosaics and two impressive
stained glass domes. The cupola on the south side of the building is the world's

largest Tiffany stained-glass dome.

15
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Today the Cultural Center houses one of the city's Visitor Information Centers,
various galleries, exhibition and meeting spaces, the Landmark Chicago Gallery
which displays photographs from the permanent collection of Chicago landmarks,
the 294-seat Claudia Cassidy Theater as well as the Studio Theater and various

other facilities. You can even get married inside the Chicago Cultural Center.

Designed in the beaux-arts style by the Boston firm Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge,
the Chicago Cultural Center was completed in 1897 and dedicated as the city's
original Chicago Public Library. Completed at a cost of nearly $2 million, this
remarkable monument was inspired by the neo-classical style of the World's

Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1893.

To start off, Don told us that the name of the city of Chicago is an Indian word for
"stinky onion swamp". He also explained that Chicago is a city of superlatives: 3
of the world's 10 highest buildings are located here. Chicago is also widely
considered to be the birthplace of modern architecture and a living museum of
architecture, showcasing some of the world's most famous architects including
Frank Lloyd Wright, Daniel Burnham, Louis Sullivan, Mies van der Rohe and
Frank Gehry.

Chicago likes to do everything big. The world’s largest public library is located
here: the Harold Washington Library Center houses 2 million books. Chicago is
also home to the largest building in the United States (excluding the Pentagon):

the Merchandise Mart has 90 acres of floor space, housed in an Art Deco

landmark. Buckingham Fountain in Grant Park is one of the world's largest
fountains. Chicago also has the only river in the world that flows backwards.
Engineers reversed the Chicago River in 1900 for sanitary purposes. Here's
another interesting fact: Chicago also has the largest Polish population outside of

Warsaw.

Our local expert Don took us through the building and showed us the two stained
glass domes, the exhibit halls, the photo collection of Chicago landmarks, and to
keep going along the line of superlatives, Don gave us a brief synopsis of

Millennium Park, located right across Michigan Avenue from the Chicago Cultural

Center. The idea for Millennium Park was conceived by famous mayor Richard M.

Daley, and with the help of private sector donations Millennium Park has become
16
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one of the most impressive outdoor venues anywhere. The project cost $495
million, of which $220 million were financed privately.

Our Chicago Greeter Don, a former vice-president at Motorola, is very
knowledgeable about the history of Chicago and very passionate about his city.
His pride in his city is obvious, and there is a lot to be proud of. For me, Chicago's
waterfront including Grant Park, the lakefront trail and its beaches are some of
the most awesome features of this city. In total Chicago has more than 7300
acres of parkland, 552 parks, 33 beaches, nine museums, two world-class
conservatories, 16 historic lagoons, 10 bird and wildlife gardens, and it's not
surprising that Chicago has won numerous awards including "Best City in the
World" and other accolades.

With Don's help we got a great overview of the Cultural Center and a bit of insight
into Chicago's interesting history. It was the perfect preparation for our tour of the

Pullman Historic District, an industrial community created by George Pullman, an

industrial despot, yet a foresightful social entrepreneur who, according to Don,

was universally despised.

Armed with a bit of background knowledge we were looking forward to our

exploration of Pullman's social experiment.

17
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Our local Chicago expert and Greeter, Don

Intricately detailed ceilings

The world's largest Tiffany stained glass dome The second stained-glass dome in the Cultural Center
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Chicago, Arlington House, Sunday, October 23, 2005, 6:25 am
Hello from Chicago - A Visit to the Pullman Histori ¢ District

After being appropriately prepped as a result of our visit to the Chicago Cultural

Center we decided to head off yesterday to visit the Pullman Historic District, a
planned industrial and residential community dating back to the 1880s, on
Chicago's South Side.

In order to get there we took the red line all the way to the end and then
connected onto the 111 bus. What was very interesting to note was that the
population on Chicago's south side is predominantly black, as much of the black
population from the US South had migrated northwards after the 2nd World War.
Actually Chicago was known as one of the most racially segregated cities, and
today, with the demolition of many of the bleak urban housing projects, the city is
attempting to create more integration between its black and white population.

The Pullman Historic District is the manifestation of a very interesting social

experiment: It was built between 1880 and 1884 as a planned model industrial
town by George M. Pullman for the Pullman Palace Car Company. George
Pullman (1831 to 1897) arrived on the scene with a design for the Pullman
sleeping carriage which he originally developed to carry the dead body of
Abraham Lincoln to his funeral. As a result the Pullman Sleeping Car Company
was established and a whole town was built around the business and named
after its originator.

We went to the Visitor Center and saw an 18-minute movie that described
George Pullman and his ambitious plans for his development of a model
community, a total environment, that he intended to be superior to that available
to the working class elsewhere. By so doing, he hoped to avoid strikes, attract the
most skilled workers and attain greater productivity as a result of the better health

and spirit of his employees.

To achieve his vision, George Pullman hired Solon S. Beaman, landscape
architect Nathan F. Barrett and civil engineer, Benzette Williams. The town was
constructed by Pullman employees, using local red clay from Lake Calumet and

component parts that were produced in the Pullman factory. This project is one of

19
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the first examples of industrial technology and mass production in large-scale
housing. The town was a complete planned community and included schools, a

library and hotel all run by the company.

Pullman's large Arcade building (how demolished and the present location of the
Visitor Center) featured a restaurant, a bank, a library, a post office, a theater,
and numerous shops. It was a forerunner of the modern shopping center. The
town was completely self-contained. Pullman residents enjoyed the manmade
Lake Vista and plenty of parks and promenades, features typically missing from

Chicago's working-class neighbourhoods.

The town of Pullman was a model of financial efficiency. Pullman demanded that
the company return an 8-percent profit and the town return a 6-percent profit. A
huge engine pumped sewage from the town to a nearby Pullman-owned farm,

where it was used as fertilizer for produce that would be sold back in the town.

George Pullman maintained ultimate control over the town, even restricting

workers' access to alcohol, as the Hotel Florence only sold alcohol to out-of-town
visitors. Resentment towards this paternalistic despot started to build. Misfortune
struck with the decline of the Pullman car's success which forced George to slash
wages. Workers responded with a strike, fuelled by Pullman'’s failure to reduce
grocery costs and rent, but George simply fired them. The situation deteriorated
as railway workers refused to handle Pullman cars and President Cleveland had
to intervene, sending federal troops to the scene. The workers were forced to sign

documentation declaring that they wouldn't join a union.

Although the strike collapsed, George Pullman's model for handling the "labour
problem" had failed. Pullman had prided himself on his paternalistic approach
with his workers, and he could not see how his heavy-handed methods had
resulted in this worker rebellion. Criticized and scorned, Pullman died a bitter man
in 1897.

In 1898, the lllinois Supreme Court ordered the Pullman Company to sell the non-
industrial land in the neighborhood to its inhabitants, determining that the Pullman
Palace Car Company did not have the proper authority to provide
nonmanufacturing services such as renting property. Finally, residents could buy

their homes.
20
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Robert T. Lincoln, the son of President Lincoln, became head of the company
after Pullman's death and simplified its name to the Pullman Company. The
Pullman Company continued to produce its famous cars at 111th Street and
Cottage Grove Avenue. But with the explosion of automobile ownership, ralil
passenger traffic went into rapid decline. In 1957, Pullman Incorporated closed its
plant in the neighborhood.

Only three years later, the city of Chicago included Pullman on a list of "blighted
and deteriorating areas" that required clearance and redevelopment. Residents
responded by forming the Pullman Civic Organization and began working to gain
landmark status. The Historic Pullman Foundation, which formed in 1973, helps
ensure the area's preservation and restoration by sponsoring various events such
as neighborhood walking tours, annual house tours, Sunday brunch at the

Florence Hotel, and presentations at the Pullman Visitor Center.

In many ways the housing development was ahead of its time. Each building,
most of them townhouses, had gas and water, complete sanitary facilities and
abundant quantities of sunlight and fresh air, which was a rarity at that time, when
the working class was mostly housed in squalid tenements. Originally the town of
Pullman housed about 12,000 people while today it still has a population of about
2,000, with an ethnically and economically mixed background.

Other famous buildings on the Pullman grounds include the Hotel Florence,
named after Pullman's favourite daughter. It opened in 1881 as a hospitality
showcase for visitors to George Pullman's perfect town and originally had 50
rooms, a dining room, a billiard room, a parlor and the only bar in Pullman. The
Historic Pullman Foundation managed to save the hotel from demolition and
today the hotel is closed to the public while it is undergoing a capital improvement

program to restore it for use with the State Historic Site.

The Pullman Clock Tower and Administration Building was built in 1880 for the
executive offices of the Pullman Palace Car Company, at the time one of the
most beautiful industrial complexes in the United States. In 1998 the Clock Tower
and Administration Building were seriously damaged by a fire set by an arsonist.
Since then the building has been stabilized and the restored Clock Tower was put

back on just a few days before our visit. Future use of the site is currently being
21
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debated by a task force instituted by Chicago Mayor Daley and lllinois Governor
Ryan.

Another interesting building located on the Pullman Historic District is the Queen
Anne-style Market Hall which was built in 1881. The Market provided a venue for
fresh fruits, meats and other goods. The original market was destroyed by fire in
1892 and a new market was built on the existing foundation. The market is
surrounded by four colonnaded circular apartment buildings that were built with
the new Market Hall in 1893. Unfortunately the Market Hall Building was

destroyed by fire in 1973 and today it awaits restoration.

The Greenstone Church, located centrally in the Pullman Historic District, has an

exterior facade of serpentine stone quarried in Pennsylvania. The sanctuary is
unchanged with the exception of the chancel arrangements. All of the cherry

wood is original. Today the church is still occupied by a Methodist congregation.

The visit to the Pullman Historic District was very interesting. It taught us about a
different time of ultimate laissez-faire capitalism, industrial growth and
immigration, labour unrest, urban planning, architecture and the ultimate failure of

a rather unique social experiment.
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Chicago, Arlington House, Sunday October 23,2005, 6:30 am
Hello from Chicago - Chinatown and Second City

After thoroughly exploring the Pullman Historic District, we decided to check out

Chinatown, one of the many ethnic neighbourhoods that Chicago has to offer.
The weather had turned from cool and grey with the occasional peek of sunshine
to dark, rainy and cold, so rather than walking around we decided to have an

early dinner at a Chinatown restaurant called the Lobster King.

Both my friend Linda and | had ordered vegetarian dishes, but after taking our
order the waiter returned and informed us that he was going to charge us $2
extra for each dish since vegetables are much more expensive during the winter
months. | decided to have a look at their takeout menu and saw that the same
low price was listed on the takeout menu as on the main menu. As a result | put
forward an argument that if both the dine-in and the take-out menu are stating the
same low price for both dishes, | would not agree with being charged an extra $2
for each dish based on a verbal announcement. Either change the menu to
include the higher price or charge the prices that are shown on both menus. | am
not usually a difficult, picky guest in any hospitality establishment, but to try to
charge $2 more for a dish that is listed at a lower price on both menus did not

seem a proper business practice to me.

The waiter / manager finally agreed to charge us the prices listed on the menu,
and the food was indeed delicious. After exploring the Chicago Cultural Center

and the Historic Pullman District we had gotten quite hungry and we really

enjoyed our early dinner.

After reviving ourselves we hopped on the subway because we wanted to check
out Little Italy. So we got on the Blue Line and were told to exit at the UIC

(University of lllinois) Campus and walk southwards. By that time it was raining

and it was a rather inhospitable clammy day. We actually never ended up finding
Little Italy, but walked around for about 40 minutes in the rain and after this
exercise of futility we decided to pursue our evening plans: to attend a live
performance at Second City, Chicago's famous comedy venue.
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So we took the subway back downtown to Jackson and we waited for the Purple
Line until we realized that this line only runs during rush hour on weekdays. So
we inquired which line we had to take and we found out that the Brown Line (to
Kimball) would take us to Second City. At that point we realized that we had also
been waiting on the wrong side of the platform. | guess in the Loop el-trains only
run in one direction and we had already been wondering why we had seen 3
brown line trains go by on the other side of the platform, but none of them had

arrived on our side.

I'd say we spent a good 45 minutes waiting on the wrong side of the platform until
we finally had enough and went downstairs to ask a CTA employee who directed
us onto the correct platform. In the rainy clammy weather this wasn't the most

exciting part of our trip, but we managed to entertain ourselves with lots of insider

jokes in our original Austrian dialects.

Finally we caught a brown line train and made our way up to North Wells Street,
into the Old Town Neighbourhood, home of the Second City Comedy Club. Since
1959 Second City has established itself as a Chicago landmark and a national
treasure. This theatre has launched the careers of such comic geniuses as John
Belushi, Mike Myers, Bill Murray, Gilda Radner, and others more. It offers nightly

comedy shows, as well as a variety of other programs and services.

The theatre has two main stages, both of which were sold out yesterday, so we
headed up onto the 4th floor of the building which houses Donny's Skybox Studio
Theatre which is affiliated with Second City. This theatre features an eclectic mix
of student productions as well as other alternative shows and at $10.00 per

person, the tickets were a steal.

The Outreach & Diversity Program produces two to three original shows each

year that are performed at Second City’s studio theatre, Donny’s Skybox, on the
fourth floor of Piper’'s Alley. At least one of these productions is an original revue
written and performed by the Outreach & Diversity ensemble, a group of African

American, Latino or Asian actors cast through annual auditions.

We bought tickets for the 9 pm show: "Six Degrees of Reparation”, a hip comedy
revue featuring improv, original material and Second City classic scenes with an
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urban multicultural twist which was put on by 6 young comedians which included
5 black and 1 oriental performers.

The show offered a lot of physical comedy and a variety of different sketches.
One of the funniest ones was a sketch entitled "Osama bin Laden could be
anywhere", where one of the female comedians donned a big black beard and
kept popping up in different everyday situations. The "superior Asian girl" sketch
played with A, B, C (Asian, Black, Caucasian) stereotypes and demonstrated how
we all have pre-conceived notions of one another. In the "Black Black Awards"
sketch the troupe made fun of famous celebrities such as Whitney Houston, Maya

Angelou and even Martha Stewart.

One of the most poignant sketches was set in an imaginary Office Depot store,
where the black and Asian store employees were giving very shoddy and
unfriendly service to a variety of customers. At the end, the young black
shopkeeper explained that with a wage of $6.50 an hour, after all her costs (food,
rent, bus passes, doing her nails, etc.), she was $189 in the hole, and at that

price a smile would not be included in the service.

We both enjoyed the live performance of these gifted comedians immensely as
we both love live theatre and comedy performances. As far as culture is
concerned, Chicago has something to offer to everyone.

Well, today is our last day here in Chicago, and the weather is forecast to be quite
cold with a 60% chance of rain. Fortunately Chicago has many indoor venues to

choose from so | am sure we won't get bored.
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October 24, 2005

Hello from Chicago - The Field Museum and Pompeii -  "Stories

from an Eruption”

Yesterday | got up early again and typed up my travel reports on the free

computer at the Arlington House. Then my friend Linda and | made our way to
one of our favourite Chicago hangouts for breakfast: the "Bourgeois Pig Cafe" is
located close to the intersection of Fullerton and Halsted/Lincoln and is a 2 story
cozy cafe with a small sitting area and patio downstairs, and a beautiful converted
living room and balcony upstairs. | had one of my favourite breakfast indulgences:
a deluxe Belgian waffle with strawberries, whipped cream, pecans and brown
sugar, just a sinful treat on a hungry stomach. Linda had a huge and delicious
looking foccaccia sandwich with ham and melted cheese and raved about it as

well.

Appropriately strengthened we started our explorations. We wanted to check out
a Polish area called Wickertown and took the Fullerton bus west to Damen and
south to North Street. We walked around a pleasant neighbourhood with lots of
small stores, funky boutiques and chic little restaurants. The weather was really
clammy and cold though, so we decided to continue our explorations indoors and
head to a museum. On we hopped onto the el-train and headed downtown to the

Chicago Cultural Center, the main informational contact point for tourists. One of

the local volunteers recommended that we go to the Field Museum and see the

Pompeii exhibit.

The Field Museum was originally incorporated in 1893 and was renamed the
Field Museum of Natural History, to honour the Museum's first benefactor,
Marshall Field. In 1921 the Museum moved from its original location in Jackson
Park to its present site on Chicago Park District property near downtown where it
is part of a lakefront Museum Campus that includes the John G. Shedd Aquarium
and the Adler Planetarium. These three institutions are regarded as among the

finest of their kind in the world and together attract more visits annually than any

comparable site in Chicago.
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The Field Museum is currently hosting a special exhibition: "Pompeii - Stories

from an Eruption” and we decided to visit this special exhibition. The Pompeii

exhibit features jewellery, earthenware, small tools, everyday objects, even a
bathtub that were excavated from Herculaneum and Pompeii. Room-size
frescoes and mosaics bring to life the artistic talent of these ancient Roman towns.
A little eerie were the plaster casts of victims that had been buried in volcanic ash
and when the bodies disintegrated, they left behind a cavity in the ash that was
filled with plaster, providing a perfect cast of the victim. We saw plaster casts of a
young girl, a young man, two women huddled against each other, even a little

dog with its feet up in the air. The plaster casts really gave you an idea of the
instantaneous nature of this catastrophe.

Informational videos and a 3-D animated feature provided a visual representation
of some of the Roman villas and public areas, giving us a good example of what

Pompeii and Herculaneum must have looked like before the volcanic eruption.

The exhibition really showed what a catastrophic event this volcanic eruption

must have been and how people were caught completely off-guard, unable to flee.
In essence, most of the victims choked almost instantly on the burning clouds of
pyroclastic ash that rained down on them as they were trying to escape or hiding
away in the cascades by the sea.

The show also demonstrated that today the area around Vesuvius is extremely
densely populated and a timeline indicated that the amount of volcanic activity
has noticeably increased over the last 300 years. Today the area around Naples
is one of the most closely monitored areas on the planet where the African Plate
is subducting under the Eurasian Plate. More seismic and volcanic activity is

definitely in store for this geologically unstable region.

After our visit to the Field Museum we walked across Grant Park to Michigan
Avenue since we needed to have one more tasty lunch before we had to grab our
luggage and start our respective journeys home. We took the bus up Michigan
Avenue, and as we unfolded our CTA transit map to figure out what combination
of buses we had to take, the couple behind us and a young lady in front of us
volunteered their help in navigating us around their city. With their input we chose
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the most appropriate route and we both noted that we were surprised at this

unsolicited but most welcome gesture of assistance.

Once back in the Lincoln Park Area, we headed back to our favourite place, the

"Austrian Bakery" on Clark north of Fullerton, which offers delicious samples of

the type of food that both Linda and | grew up with, dishes that are usually hard to
come by in North America. We both enjoyed a typical Austrian dish:
"Fritattensuppe”, a clear beef broth with pancake strips, and | had a Wiener
Schnitzel with home-fried potatoes. It doesn't get much more Austrian than that
and we both purchased a few baked goods before we headed off. Linda took the
train back to her town in Indiana, while | made my way through the rain to O'Hare
Airport where | was randomly selected for a thorough frisking, and just a couple of

hours later | touched down safely on home turf in Toronto.

As always, Chicago has been a beautiful getaway and we both had a

phenomenal time. Even the cool and clammy weather wasn't able to stop us....
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Chicago Reference

General information

Chicago refers to a major city in lllinois and a metropolitan area that includes the
city and surrounding areas. The City of Chicago is the largest city in the Midwest
and the third-most populous city in the United States, with approximately 2.9
million people. The Chicago Metropolitan area, sometimes informally called
Chicagoland, has a population of 9.4 million in lllinois, Wisconsin, and Indiana
making it the third largest in the United States. Chicago is located along the
southwestern shore of Lake Michigan and is a center of industry, politics, finance,
transportation, medicine and higher education. Chicago is informally called the
"Second City,"(referring to the fire in 1873 that nearly destroyed the entire city)
the "Windy City," the "City of Big Shoulders”, and "Chi-town."

Chicago was founded in 1833 as a town to link the Great Lakes with the
Mississippi River system. It soon became a transportation hub of the Old
Northwest, with major connections by steamboats, canals and railroads. By 1890

it was one of the ten most influential world cities.
Origin of name

The indigenous Pottawatomie tribe called the marshes on which Chicago was
later built "Checagou (prounounced 'She-Ka-Gan')," which translates to "wild
onion" or "garlic." European explorers assigned the name to the Chicago River,
followed by settlers' delegating it as the name of the city. Before Chicago's
founding, the name of the river was spelled several ways, such as "Chetagu"” or
"Shikago."

The origin of Chicago's nickname as "The Windy City" is debated (see List of
nicknames for Chicago). The most common explanation had been that the phrase
was created by New York newspapers in the 1880s during a national debate over
which city would host the 1893 World's Fair, making reference to the long-
windedness of the city's supporters. However, "Windy City" was even used prior

to the Chicago Fire. As a result, the name remains in common usage.
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History

During the mid-1700s the Chicago area was inhabited primarily by Pottawatomie,
who took the place of the Miami and Sauk and Fox people. The first non-native
settler in Chicago, Jean-Baptiste Pointe du Sable, was Haitian and arrived in the
1770s, married a Potawatomi woman, and founded the area's first trading post. In
1803, the United States Army built Fort Dearborn, which was destroyed in 1812 in
the Fort Dearborn Massacre. The Ottawa, Ojibwa, and Potawatomi later ceded
the land to the United States in the Treaty of St. Louis of 1816. On August 12,
1833, the Town of Chicago was organized with a population of 350, and within
seven years it grew to a population of over 4,000. The City of Chicago was
incorporated on March 4, 1837.

Chicago in its first century was one of the fastest growing cities in the world,
heavily promoted by Yankee entrepreneurs and land speculators. It reached 1

million people by 1890.

Starting in 1848, the city became an important transportation link between the
eastern and western United States with the opening of the Galena & Chicago
Union Railroad, Chicago's first railway, and the lllinois and Michigan Canal, which
allowed steamboats and sailing ships on the Great Lakes to connect through
Chicago to the Mississippi River. With a flourishing economy that brought many
new residents from rural communities and German American, Irish American,
Swedish American and numerous other immigrants, Chicago grew from a city of
299,000 to nearly 1.7 million between 1870 and 1900. The city's manufacturing
and retail sectors dominated the Midwest and greatly influenced the American

economy, with the Union Stock Yards' dominating the meat packing trade.

After the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, Chicago experienced rapid rebuilding and

growth. During Chicago's rebuilding period, the first skyscraper was constructed
in 1885 using steel-skeleton construction. In 1893, Chicago hosted the World's

Columbian Exposition on former marshland at the present location of Jackson

Park. The World's Columbian Exposition drew 27.5 million visitors, and is
considered among the most influential world's fairs in history. The University of
Chicago was founded one year earlier in 1892 on the same location. The term

"midway" for a fair or carnival referred originally to the Midway Plaisance, a strip
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of park land that still runs through the University of Chicago campus & connects
Washington & Jackson parks.

The city was the site of labor conflicts and unrest during this period, which

included the Haymarket Riot on May 4, 1886. Concern for social problems among

Chicago's lower classes led to the founding of Hull House in 1889, of which Jane
Addams was a co-founder. The city also invested in many large, finely-

landscaped municipal parks, which also included public sanitation facilities.

Lake Michigan - the primary source of fresh water for the city - was already highly

polluted from population growth and the rapidly growing industries in and around
Chicago. The city responded by embarking on several large public works projects,
including a large excavation project which built tunnels below Lake Michigan to
newly built water cribs which were two miles (3 km) off the lakeshore. However,
the cribs failed to bring enough clean water since spring rains would wash the
polluted water from the Chicago River into them. Beginning in 1855, Chicago
constructed the first comprehensive sewer system in the U.S. In 1900, the
problem of sewage was solved by reversing the direction of the River's flow with
the construction of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal leading to the lllinois

River.

The 1920s brought international notoriety to Chicago as gangsters such as Al
Capone battled each other and the law during the Prohibition era. Nevertheless,
the 1920s also saw a large increase in Chicago industry as well as the first

arrivals of the Great Migration that would lead thousands of mostly Southern

blacks to Chicago and other Northern cities. On December 2, 1942, the world's
first controlled nuclear reaction was conducted at the University of Chicago as

part of the top secret Manhattan Project.

Mayor Richard J. Daley was elected in 1955, in the era of so-called machine

politics. Starting in the 1950s, many upper and middle-class citizens left the inner-
city of Chicago for the suburbs and left many impoverished neighborhoods in their
wake. Nevertheless, the city hosted the 1968 Democratic National Convention
and saw the construction of the Sears Tower (which became the world's tallest
building), McCormick Place, and O'Hare Airport. In 1979 Jane Byrne, the city's
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first female mayor, was elected. She popularized the city as a movie location and
tourist destination, but also failed to manage its finances well.

In 1983 Harold Washington became the first African American to be elected to the
office of mayor; during his time in office, Chicago spent the same amount of
public funds in each of its wards for the first time in its history. Current mayor
Richard M. Daley, son of Richard J. Daley, was first elected in 1989. New projects
during the younger Daley's administration have made Chicago larger, more

environmentally friendly, and more accessible.

Since the early 1990s, Chicago has seen a turnaround with increased ethnic
diversity and many formerly abandoned neighborhoods starting to show new life.
As a part of its environmentally friendly image, Chicago declared the peregrine
falcon, a protected species that started to build its nests in Chicago skyscrapers,
the official bird of the city in 1999. Under the current Mayor Daley, Chicago has
seen considerable investment in infrastructure, revitalizing downtown theatres

and retail districts, and improving lakefront and riverfront cityscapes.
Museums, Theatres and Music

In 1998, the city officially opened the Museum Campus, a 10-acre (4-ha) lakefront
park surrounding three of the city's main museums: the Adler Planetarium, the
Field Museum of Natural History, and the Shedd Aquarium. The Museum
Campus was constructed on the southern section of Grant Park. Grant Park is
also home to Chicago's other major downtown museum, the Art Institute of
Chicago, which is partnered with The School of the Art Institute of Chicago. The
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago, located in the Hyde Park
neighborhood, is housed in the only in-place surviving building from the World's

Columbian Exposition of 1893.

The Oriental Institute, part of the University of Chicago, has an extensive
collection of ancient Egyptian and Near Eastern archaeological artifacts, while the
Freedom Museum is dedicated to exploring and explaining the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution. Other museums and galleries in Chicago are
the Chicago History Museum, DuSable Museum of African-American History,
Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art, and the Peggy

Notebaert Nature Museum.
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Chicago has a major theater scene, and is the birthplace of modern
improvisational comedy." The city is home to two renowned comedy troupes: The
Second City and 1.O. (formerly known as ImprovOlympic). Renowned Chicago
theater companies include the Steppenwolf Theatre Company (on the city's north
side), the Goodman Theatre, and the Victory Gardens Theater. Other theatres,
from nearly 100 storefront performance spaces such as the Strawdog Theatre
Company, the House Theatre Company, TimeLine Theatre Company and Remy
Bumppo Theatre Company in the Lakeview area to landmark downtown houses
such as the Chicago Theatre, present a variety of plays and musicals. The city is
home to the Lyric Opera of Chicago, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the
Joffrey Ballet, and several modern and jazz dance troupes. The city's classical
music scene is also home to companies including Music of the Baroque, Chicago
Opera Theater, the Chicago Chamber Musicians, Chicago a cappella, and many

others.

Chicago is known for its Chicago blues, Chicago soul, Jazz, and Gospel. This
strong tradition of music and musical innovation have continued into
contemporary styles. The city is the birthplace of the House style of music, and is
the site of an influential Hip-Hop scene. In the 1980s the city was a center for
industrial, punk and new wave (spawning the famous Wax Trax! label); this
influence continued into the alternative scene of the 1990s. Chicago was an
epicenter of the development of rave culture in the 1980's even through today.
There is a flourishing independent rock scene, including the recent explosion of
Chicago emo acts, with multiple festivals featuring various acts each year
(Lollapalooza, the Intonation Music Festival and Pitchfork Music Festival being

the most prominent).
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Art

Chicago: The City in Art is a collaborative project between The Art Institute of
Chicago and the Chicago Public Schools. The program is designed to introduce
teachers and students to recently restored murals in their schools. It began in
1995 with Lane Technical High School and was expanded in 1998-2000 to
include ten additional elementary schools. The goals of the program are to
broaden awareness of the rich cultural educational resources in public schools
and to integrate the arts into classroom curriculum. Teachers and students works
in the permanent collection of the Art Institute as a foundation for the study of
artists, movements, and styles. A final and extremely important goal is to
encourage the continued preservation of the Chicago Public Schools' cultural

treasures.

Using the historic art in their schools as a starting point and relying on books and
Web research, teachers have worked with Art Institute Museum Education staff to
develop innovative lesson plans that bring the murals and their rich histories into
the classroom. Most of the works were commissioned during the first half of the
twentieth century. Many were painted during the Great Depression for WPA work
relief programs. Having rested quietly in the schools for decades, these murals
now are being actively celebrated and studied by teachers and students with the
support of Chicago: The City in Art.

Cuisine

Chicago has several signature foods which reflect the city's ethnic and working-
class roots. These include the deep-dish pizza and the Chicago hot dog, which is
almost always made of Vienna Beef and loaded with mustard, chopped onion,
sliced tomato, pickle relish, celery salt, sport peppers, and a dill pickle spear
(however, putting ketchup on a Chicago hot dog is often viewed as 'sacrilegious’).
Chicago is also known for Italian Beef sandwiches and the Maxwell Street Polish
(always served topped with grilled onions and mustard). The city has many
upscale dining establishments as well as many ethnic restaurant districts. These
include "Greektown" on South Halsted, "Little Italy” on Taylor Street, just west of
Halsted, "Chinatown" on the near South Side, and South Asian on Devon Avenue.

Each summer at the end of June there is a food festival called the Taste of
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Chicago in Grant Park. The park is home to the famous Buckingham fountain and
is located right in the midst of downtown off the lake. Every type of food in the city

is represented, with free concerts and events daily.
Film
The Chicago International Film Festival

Cinema/Chicago is the presenting organization of the Chicago International Film
Festival, North America's oldest competitive international film festival. Founded in
1964 by award winning filmmaker and graphic designer Michael Kutza, the
Festival's goals were the same then as they are now: to discover and present
new filmmakers to Chicago, and to acknowledge and award these fiimmakers for
their artistry. The first Festival opened in 1965 at the Carnegie Theater, where
directors King Vidor, Stanley Kramer, and actress Bette Davis were honored for
their contributions to American cinema. Since then, the Festival has grown to

become a world-renowned annual event.

Seeking out the best in cinema, the Festival has discovered new talents and
opened windows to a world of film previously unavailable to Chicago. The festival
has introduced innovative directors such as Martin Scorsese, John Carpenter,
Susan Seidelman, Victor Nunez, Gregory Nava (United States); Wim Wenders,
Rainer Werner Fassbinder (Germany); Bertrand Tavernier (France); Peter Weir
(Australia); Dariush Mehrjui (Iran); Mike Leigh, Alan Parker, Michael Apted, Peter
Greenaway (Great Britain); Vincent Ward (New Zealand); Krzysztof Kieslowski,
Krzysztof Zanussi (Poland); Dusan Makavejev (Yugoslavia); Victor Erice (Spain);
Jan Troell (Sweden); and Maria Louisa Bemberg (Argentina), to name just a few!

The Chicago International Film Festival is a competitive event with categories for
feature films, first and second time directors, documentaries and short films
(including animation and student productions). As the oldest competitive
international film festival in North America, it prides itself on the impressive caliber
of its jury members. The International Feature Film Jury consists of world-
renowned film professionals that often include critics, directors and actors.
Chicago is also the first film festival in the United States chosen to organize the
FIPRESCI (Federation Internationale de la Presse Cinematographe) jury. This
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distinguished group of international film critics presents their award to the best
feature film made by a first or second time director.

At a majority of the Festival's screenings, filmgoers have the unique opportunity
to meet directors and actors who introduce their films and hold question and
answer sessions after the screenings. Recent guests have included such actors
and directors as: Geoffrey Rush (Australia, Shine), Liv Ullmann (Norway, Private
Confessions), Spike Lee (United States, 4 Little Girls), Catherine Breillat (France,
Fat Girl), Billy Bob Thornton (United States, Sling Blade), Juzo Itami (Japan,
Supermarket Woman), Richard Linklater (United States, Waking Life),
Christopher Lee (Great Britain, Horror of Dracula), Tsai Ming-liang (Taiwan, What
Time is it There), Jean-Pierre Jeunet (France, Amelie) and Danis Tanovic (Bosnia
& Herzegovina, No Man's Land). The Festival's in-person tributes have honored

such luminaries as Francois Truffaut, Sophia Loren, Howard Hawks, Satyajit Ray,

Al Pacino, Jodie Foster, Michael Douglas, Oliver Stone, John Travolta, Lauren

Bacall, Gregory Peck, Richard Gere, Sigourney Weaver,Faye Dunaway, Halle

Berry, Clint Eastwood, Pierce Brosnan, Charles Dutton and the 2003 Festival

honored Nicolas Cage with a Career Achievement Award, Robert Benton with a

Lifetime Achievement Award and Taye Diggs with a Special Tribute. Other
Festival highlights from previous years included tributes to director Joe Dante
(Gremlins, The Howling) and Lord Richard Attenborough (Ghandi, Cry Freedom).

Celebrating the dynamic talents in cinema, the Festival is continuing the tradition
of expanding events honoring the diversity and excellence of Afrocentric films.
Entitled Black Perspectives, this exciting program is a permanent part of The
Chicago International Film Festival. The centerpiece event is a tribute to an actor
or director who has made a significant contribution to broadening perceptions of
the black experience. Previous tribute subjects include three-time Academy

Award nominee Morgan Freeman, pioneering actress and cult action-film star

Pam Grier, Academy Award nominee Laurence Fishburne (Matrix, What's Love
Got To Do With 1t?) and Academy Award winning actress Halle Berry (Monster's
Ball, Bullworth).

Each year, the Festival features programs that highlight films from specific

regions of the world, raising awareness of the variety of voices and perspectives
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that exist within one country. Mexican Cinema in Motion was presented in
conjunction with the Mexican Fine Arts Centre's seventh annual Sor Juana
Festival, honoring Mexican women in the arts. Past Festivals also focused on

contemporary films from Cuba, Japan and the Philippines.
Sports

Chicago has 15 sports teams. Chicago is one of only a few cities to have its major
sports teams play within its city limits. It is one of three U.S. cities that has two
Major League Baseball teams, and the only city to have always had more than
one baseball team since the forming of the American League in 1900. The

Chicago Cubs of the National League play at Wrigley Field, which is located in

the North Side neighborhood of Lakeview, commonly referred to as "Wrigleyville."

The Chicago White Sox of the American League, who recently won the World
Series in 2005, play at U.S. Cellular Field, located in the city's South Side
Bridgeport neighborhood.

Wrigley Field on the North Side is Home of the Chicago Cubs.

The Chicago Bulls of the National Basketball Association are one of the world's
most recognized basketball teams, thanks to their enormous success during the

Michael Jordan era, when they won six NBA titles in the 1990s. The Bulls play at

the United Center on Chicago's Near West side. They share the "UC" with the
Chicago Blackhawks, of the National Hockey League. The Hawks are an Original

Six franchise, founded in 1926, and last won the Stanley Cup in 1961.

The Chicago Bears of the National Football League play at Soldier Field. The

Chicago Bears have won nine American Football championships (eight NFL
Championships and Super Bowl XX) trailing only the Green Bay Packers, who

have twelve.

The Chicago Fire, members of Major League Soccer, won one league and four
US Open Cups since 1997. After eight years at Soldier Field, they recently moved
to the new Toyota Park in Bridgeview at 71st and Harlem Avenue during the

summer of 2006.

The Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League and Chicago Rush of the
Arena football League both play at the Allstate Arena in nearby Rosemont. The
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Rush are the defending Arena bowl champions. The Wolves have won league
champonships in 1998, 2000, and 2002. Their first season was 1994-95.

Chicago United, USAFL members, are the Australian Rules football club in the

city, competing in the MAAFL.

The city has offered an official Olympic bid for the 2016 Summer Olympics, and is
considered a strong contender among the two candidate American cities.
Chicago also hosted the 1959 Pan American Games and Gay Games VIl in 2006.

Architecture

Chicago has greatly influenced and reflected the history of American architecture.
The city of Chicago, lllinois features prominent buildings in a variety of styles by
many important architects. Since most buildings within the downtown area were
destroyed (the most famous exception being the Water Tower) by the Great
Chicago Fire in 1871, Chicago buildings are noted for their originality rather than
their antiquity.

Beginning in the early 1880s, the Chicago School pioneered steel-frame
construction and, in the 1890s, the use of large areas of plate glass. These were
among the first modern skyscrapers. William LeBaron Jenney's Home Insurance
Building of 1885 was the first to use steel in its structural frame instead of cast
iron, but this building was still clad in heavy brick and stone. Daniel Burnham and
his partners, John Welborn Root and Charles Atwood, designed technically
advanced steel frames with glass and terra cotta skins in the mid-1890s; these
were made possible by professional engineers, in particular E. C. Shankland, and
modern contractors, in particular George A. Fuller. Louis Sullivan was the city's
most philosophical architect. Realizing that the skyscraper represented a new
form of architecture, he discarded historical precedent and designed buildings
that emphasized their vertical nature. This new form of architecture, by Jenney,
Burnham, Sullivan, and others, became known as the "Commerical Style," but it

was called the "Chicago School” by later historians.

In 1892 the Masonic Temple surpassed the New York World Building, breaking its
two year reign as the tallest skyscraper, only to be surpassed itself two years later
by another New York building.
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Daniel Burnham led the design of the "White City" of the 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition which some historians claim led to a revival of Neo-Classical
architecture throughout Chicago and the entire United States. It is true that the
"White City" represented anything other than its host city's architecture. While
Burnham did develop the 1909 "Plan for Chicago”, perhaps the first
comprehensive city plan in the U.S, in a Neo-Classical style, many of Chicago's
most progressive skyscrapers occurred after the Exposition closed, between
1894 and 1899. Louis Sullivan said that the fair set the course of American
architecture back by two decades, but even his finest Chicago work, the
Schlesinger and Meyer (later Carson, Pirie, Scott) store, was built in 1899--five
years afer the "White City" and ten years before Burnham's Plan.

Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie School influenced both building design and the

design of furnishings.

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe's lllinois Institute of Technology campus in Chicago
influenced the later Modern or International style. Van der Rohe's work is

sometimes called the Second Chicago School.

The Sears Tower would be the world's tallest building from its construction in

1974 until 1998 and later for some categories of building.

Numerous architects have constructed landmark buildings of varying styles in
Chicago. Some of these are the so-called "Chicago seven": James Freed, Tom
Beeby, Larry Booth, Stuart Cohen, James Nagle, Stanley Tigerman, and Ben

Weese.
Important buildings:
1869 Chicago Water Tower, William W. Boyington

1872 Second Presbyterian Church 1936 S. Michigan, James Renwick
1900 Howard Van Doren Shaw

1877 St. Stanislaus Kostka Church1327 N. Noble, Patrick Keely
1885 Home Insurance Building, Chicago School, William Le Baron Jenney
1887 Marshall Field Warehouse, Henry Hobson Richardson

1889 Auditorium Building, Louis Sullivan and Dankmar Adler.
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1890 and 1894-1895 Reliance Building, firm of Daniel Burnham
1891 Manhattan Building, William Le Baron Jenney

1893 Palace of Fine Arts, later Museum of Science and Industry, Beaux-
Arts, Charles Atwood

1897 St. Paul Church 2234 S. Hoyne, Henry Schlacks

1897 Chicago Libary (now Chicago Cultural Center), Shepley, Rutan and
Coolidge

1898 Carson, Pirie, Scott and Company Building, Louis Sullivan
1909 Robie House, Prairie School, Frank Lloyd Wright

1914 Wrigley Field

1914 Navy Pier

1916 Navy Pier Auditorium, Charles Summer Frost

1919-1924 Wrigley Building, Graham, Anderson, Probst & White
1920 Michigan Avenue Bridge

1921 Chicago Theater, Beaux-Arts, Cornelius W. Rapp and George L.
Rapp

1922 Tribune Tower, neo-Gothic, John Mead Howells and Raymond M.
Hood

1924 Soldier Field, Holabird and Roche; extensive renovation 2003, Ben

Wood and Carlos Zapata

1925 Uptown Theatre

1929 Palmolive Building, Art Deco, Holabird & Root

1929 John G. Shedd Aquarium, Graham, Anderson, Probst & White

1931 Merchandise Mart, Graham, Anderson, Probst & White

1930s-1960s lllinois Institute of Technology, including S.R. Crown Hall,
Second Chicago School, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and Skidmore,

Owings, and Merrill
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1934 Field Building, Graham, Anderson, Probst & White

1952 860-880 Lake Shore Drive, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

1957 Inland Steel Building, Skidmore, Owings and Merrill

1964 Marina City, Bertrand Goldberg

1968 Lake Point Tower, John Heinrich and George Schipporeit
1969 John Hancock Center, Skidmore, Owings and Merrill
1974 Sears Tower, Skidmore, Owings and Merrill

1974 Aon Center, Edward Durrell Stone (earlier names were Standard Ol
Building and Amoco Building)

1979-85 James R. Thompson Center, Helmut Jahn

1982 NBC Tower, Adrian D. Smith

1990 American Medical Association Building, Kenzo Tange
1990 Athletic Club Illinois Center, Kisho Kurokawa

1991 Harold Washington Library Center, Thomas Beeby
1991 Museum of Contemporary Art, Josef Paul Kleihues
1992 77 West Wacker Drive, Ricardo Bofill

2004 Millennium Park, Frank Gehry, a showcase for 21st century

modernism.
Transportation
Chicago Transit Authority

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) is an independent governmental agency
created by state legislation. The CTA began operating on October 1, 1947, after it
acquired the properties of the Chicago Rapid Transit Company and the Chicago
Surface Lines. On October 1, 1952, CTA became the sole operator of Chicago

transit when it purchased the Chicago Motor Coach system.

The CTA operates the nation's second largest public transportation system and
covers the City of Chicago and 40 surrounding suburbs. On an average weekday,

nearly 1.5 million rides are taken on the CTA.
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CTA has approximately 2,000 buses that operate over 154 routes and 2,273
route miles. Buses provide about 1 million passenger trips a day and serve more
than 12,000 posted bus stops. CTA's 1,190 rapid transit cars operate over eight
routes and 222 miles of track. CTA trains provide about 500,000 customer trips

each day and serve 144 stations.

Chicago is one of the few cities in the world that provides rapid transit service to
two major airports. From the downtown area the CTA's Blue Line takes
customers to O'Hare International Airport in about 40 minutes and the Orange

Line takes customers to Midway Airport in about 30 minutes.

Go Chicago™ Card is the perfect way to save on your Chicago vacation. You'll
get unlimited FREE general admission to over 25 attractions and tours for one

low price, as well as discounts at some of Chicago's top retailers and restaurants!
Entertainment
Millennium Park , Chicago

Three square blocks of open lakefront complete with a Ferris Wheel, outdoor
music pavillion and ice skating rink; expected to become one of the city's most

popular sites.

Attraction type: Theater; Park; Urban park; Wharf/pier/boardwalk; Symphony;
Amusement/theme park

Shedd Aquarium , Chicago

The recreated environments of the Amazon River and Philippine coral reefs at the
Shedd Aquarium are only outdone by its newest exhibit, "Wild Reef - Sharks at
Shedd," one of the largest and most diverse shark exhibits in North America.

Attraction type: Aquarium
Supernatural Chicago , Chicago

Now in its third straight year! Experience true stories of Chicago's paranormal
past -- including ghosts, curses, and ESP -- all brought to life through audience-
involving demonstrations of mindreading, magic and other inexplicable
phenomena. This interactive one-man show (featuring Neil Tobin, Necromancer)

runs every Friday night in one of the city's most haunted locations, Excalibur
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nightclub. Educational and unforgettable fun! Group rates and private seatings

are available.
Attraction type: Performance

Wrigley Field , Chicago

One of America's smallest, oldest, and best-loved ballparks, Wrigley is home to
the Chicago Cubs.
Attraction type: Arena/stadium/field; Sports complex

Lincoln Park Zoo , Chicago

Established in 1868, this 35-acre, beautifully landscaped zoo is one of America's
last free-admission zoos. The Great Ape House has one of the best assemblages
of gorillas and chimpanzees in the world.

Attraction type: Zoo

Chicago Cultural Center , Chicago

This center houses three attractions in one - a visitors' center, the Museum of

Broadcast Communications and a performance venue.
Attraction type: Tourist/visitor center; Theater; Art gallery; Architectural building

Tribune Tower _, Chicago

The neo-gothic tower's signature is the exterior collection of stones from other
famous edifices, like the Parthenon, St. Peter's Basilica, Notre Dame, the White

House and most recently, the Berlin Wall.
Attraction type: Architectural building

Kingston Mines , Chicago

Blues club located on the north side of Chicago.
Attraction type: Blues bar

Buddy Guy's Legends , Chicago

Buddy Guy's Legends include his own reputation, plus the amazing array of local
and national blues performers drawn to this music hotspot.

Attraction type: Blues bar
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Fine Arts Building , Chicago

A historic building that houses two theaters, several offices, shops and music

studios.

Attraction type: Theater; Architectural building

Chicago Shakespeare Theater on Navy Pier , Chicago
Attraction type: Theater; Wharf/pier/boardwalk

Exit, Chicago
Attraction type: Bar/club

Crobar, Chicago
Attraction type: Bar/club

Jazz Showcase , Chicago

Attraction type: Jazz bar; Specialty shop
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Travel Booking Tools

Online travel booking engines

www.expedia.com

Online booking service for flights, car rentals,
accommodations

www.orbitz.com

Online travel agency

www.travelocity.com

Online ‘one-stop’ for customers looking to purchase
travels

www.onlinetravel.com

UK’s online travel provider, access to special,
discounted fares

www. bravofly.co.uk

Low cost flight and traditional airlines

www.despegar.com

Latin America Major online travel agency

www.site59.com

Last minute travel agency

WWW.orient-express.com

Online Hotels, trains and cruises

www.priceline.com

Online travel agency

www.Thompson.co.uk

Online travel agency

www.economytravel.com

Online travel agency

Location Specific Travel Agencies

www.ThomasCook.com

Online travel agency, German

www.Neckermann-Reisen.de

Online travel agency and tour operator, Germany

www.ebookers.com

Online cheap flights booking and hotel reservation
agency

www.opodo.co.uk

UK's travel agency, insurance

www.africapoint.com

Africa-Online Booking and Information for Safari,
Tours, Vacations, Hotels, Airline Tickets and Rental
Cars

www.funjet.com

America online travel agency

www.cheapcaribbean.com

Online travel agency, discount hotels and vacations
to the Caribbean and Mexico

www.lifeinkorea.com

Online travel agency, Korea

www.africaguide.com

Online travel agency, all you need to travel to Africa

www.hawaiiactive.com

Online travel agency, Hawaii

www.shermanstravel.com

Online travel agency

www.travelocity.ca

Online Canada travel agency

www.eurorelais.com

Online holiday homes in the Benelux,
NETHERLANDS

www.4vacations.com

Online travel network

www.HolidayExtras.co.uk

Online travel agency in UK

www.floridavacationstation.com

Online outstanding value on Disney Vacations

www.bucherreisen.de

Online Last Minute Travel Agency, Germany

www.aldiana.de

Online travel agency, Germany all inclusive

Niche Travel Agencies (by activity /

theme)

Alpventures.com

World War Il tours

www.bossladyranch.com

Online ranch western adventure

www.scavengerhuntanywhere.com

Online scavenger hunt adventure

www.usaadventure.com

Online American adventure, bike tours, hiking.

www.travelworm.com

Online travel agency, America, casino resorts &
leisure destinations

www.lonelyplanet.com

Online adventure agency

www.neilson.co.uk

Online skiing, snowboarding, dinghy sailing,
wakeboarding, waterskiing, windsurfing, etc.

www.peltours.com

Online tour operator to Egypt and the Red Sea

Www.grandcanvontourcom pany.com

Book online Tours to Grand Canyon

www.statravel.co.uk

Online specialized in discounted student

www.sunburstvacations.com

Online travel agency to the Caribbean
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Transportation

Major Airlines

www.economitravel.com

Lowest international airfares on the web

www.taca.com

Latin American airline company

www.condor.com

Online airfare Europe

www.alohaairline.com

Online Hawaii airline

www.britishairways.com

Online British Airways

www.delta.com

Online Delta Airways

www.guantas.com.au

Online Australian airline

www.jal.com

Online Japan Airline

www.iberia.com

Online Spain airline

www.klm.com

Online Royal Dutch airline

www.airbaltic.com

Lithuania based airline

www.flybe.com

Europe lowest airfares

WWW.ryanair.com

Europe's largest low fares carrier

WWW.Wizzair.com

Poland based airline

www.flyzoom.com

Canada based airline travel to Europe

www.click.com.mx

Mexican online lowest airfares

WWW.Sspanair.com

Spain based local airline

www.binternet.com

Canarian Islands, Spain local airline

Www.aireuropa.com

Spain based online booking agency

www.cubana.cu

Cuba based airline

www.aircanada.com

Canada based airline

www.westjet.com

Canada based airline

www.airfrance.fr

France airline

www.continental.com

Online Continental Airlines

www.united.com

Online United Airlines

www.nwa.com

Online Northwest Airlines

www.lufthansa.com

Online Lufthansa Airline

www.aua.com

Online Austrian Airlines

WWW.SWiSs.com

Online Swiss International Airline

www.cathaypacific.com

Online Cathay Pacific Airline

WWW.aeromexico.com

Online AeroMexico Airline

www.hawaiianair.com

Hawaii based airline

www.mexicana.com

Online Mexicana Airline

Car Rentals

www.budget.com

Online rental cars

www.travelautos.com

Online rental cars in Span, Portugal & Italy

www.foxrentacar.com

Online rental cars

www.dollar.com

Online rental cars

www.easycar.com

Online rental cars

www.ideamerge.com

Europe short-term car leases

Wwww.autoeurope.com

Europe online rental cars

www.alamo.com

Online rental cars

www.herz.com

Online rental cars

www.nationalcar.com

Online rental cars

www.bigbus.co.uk

Online sights of London, Philadelphia and Dubai from
the deck of a traditional open-top double decked bus.

Rail Travel

| www.raileurope.com

Online Europe train
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www.eurail.com

Online Europe train

www.acprailnet.com/britrail

Online Britain based train

www.trenitalia.com

Online Italy based train

www.renfe.es

Online Spain based train

www.amtrak.com

Online American train

www.viarail.ca

Online Canada train

www.railpass.com

Online Europe train

www.sncf.com

Online French train

www.bahn.de

Online German train

www.sbb.ch

Online Swiss train

Boat Travel & Cruise Lines

www.lcruise.com

Online travel in cruises

www.condorferries.co.uk

Online UK ferries

www.freightercruises.com

Online cruises all around the world

www.cruisedirect.com

Online cruises
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Accommodation

Hotels

www.hotelguide.com

Online booking hotels

www.serenamore.com

Luxurious holiday resort on Corsica

www.barcelonapoint.com

Online accommodation in Catalonia, Spain

www.morzinelets.com

Online Alps accommodations

www.safarinow.com

Online South Africa Accommodations

www.xcapewithus.com

Online Europe Hotels

www.hotelopia.com

Online Hotels

www.sandals.com

Online Caribbean Resorts

www.choicehotels.com

Online Hotels

www.hotelplanner.com

Online Hotels America

www.sheraton.com

Online Hotels & Resorts

www.westin.com

Online Hotels & Resorts

www.bestwestern.com

Online Hotels

www.hotelclub.com

Online worldwide hotel booking service

www.octopustravel.com

Online hotel reservations

www.marriott.com

Online hotel reservations

www.hotels.com

Online Hotels reservations

www.hotelpronto.com

Online Hotel reservation

www.hotelconnect.co.uk

Online Hotels UK booking

www.fourpoints.com

Online Hotels by Sheraton

www.ehotel.de

Online German Hotels

www.simply-travel.co.uk

Online UK accommodations

Villa / Apartment Rentals

www.triphomes.com

Online rental vocational destinations

www.quickrooms.com

Online worldwide hotels, apartments & villas

www.worldescape.com

Online apartments worldwide

www.dales-holidays-cottage.com

Online cottage booking

www.VillasinJamaica.com

Online villas in Jamaica

Bed & Breakfasts

www.rentalo.com

Online Bed & Breakfasts worldwide

Home Exchanges

www.vacationhomerentals.com

Online vacation rental houses

www.manorhouses.com

Manor houses of Portugal
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Travel Related Accessories and Services

Currency exchange

| www.foreign-currency.com

| Online currency exchange

Insurance

www.worldnomads.com

Online travel insurance

www.travelguard.com

Online travel insurance

Www.primaryinsurance.co.uk

Online travel insurance based Europe

City passes, discount program

www.londonpass.com

Online London sightseeing pass

www.newyorkpass.com

Online New York attraction pass

www.philadelphiapass.com

Online Philadelphia attraction pass

www.dublinpass.ie/dublinpass

Online Dublin attraction pass

www.sim4travel.com

Online travel mobile calls discount program

www.gocardusa.com

America's Best Multi-Attraction Pass Products

www.Visiticket.com

Online attractions in America

WWW.prioritypass.com

Online airport VIP lounge access

www.viator.com

Online provider of destination travel products

www.gbheritagepass.com

Online smart card systems for sightseeing passes in
UK

Useful travel accessories / services

www.ebags.com

Online bag store

www.worldtraveler.com

Online luggage, backpacks, travel accessories

WWW.IuggageQros.com

Online luggage store

www.luggageguy.com

Online luggage sets

www.bagsbuy.com

Online bags, luggage, backpacks, briefcases

www.tumi.com

Online luggage store

www.magellans.com

Online travel accessories

Www.maps.com

Online world maps store

www.trails.com

Online Trails & Topo Maps for Hiking, Mountain
Biking, Paddling, Skiing, Hot Springs, Climbing

www.purpleparking.com

Largest airport car parking operator

e-Books

www.cheapebookshop.com

Online e-books

www.ebooks.com

Online digital bookstore

www.buy-ebook.com

Online eLibrary

www.travelsecretsguide.com

Travel secrets guide

Books stores

atb.away.com

Online bookstore adventures

www.elephantbooks.com

Online bookstore

www.mileskelly.net

Online bookstore

www.bookcloseouts.com

Online bookstore

www.amazon.com

Online bookstore, videos, CDs, DVDs

www.whsmith.co.uk

Online bookstore, videos, CDs, DVDs

www.bloomsburymagazine.com

Online bookstore

www. barnesandnoble.com

Online bookstore

www.powells.com

Online bookstore

www.bookcloseouts.com

Online bargain bookstore

www.abebooks.com

Online bookstore

www.albooks.com

Online bookstore
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www.half.ebay.com

Online bookstores, CDs, DVDs

www.booksonline.com

Online bookstore, book club

Videos/Movies

www.zip.ca

Online DVDs Rent

www.audible.co.uk

Online Audio books

Www.cinemanow.com

Online Movies rent

www.skyride.com

Online New York City Multimedia

Magazines

Www.magazania.com

Online magazines subscription

www.magmall.com

Online magazines subscription

WWw.magazinecity.com

Online magazines subscription

Outdoor Accessories

Www.modernoutggost.com

Online outdoor accessories

order.outinstyle.com

Online outdoor accessories

Information

www.officialtraveldocuments.com

Online official travel documents

www.Sixapart.com

Online neighborhood

www.australiavisas.com

Online Australian visas

Language Learning / Teaching

www.learnspanishtoday.com

Online Spanish courses

www.teflonline.com

Online certified to teach English

www.onlinetefl.com

Online learn to teach English abroad

WWW.i-0-i.com

Online TEFL in UK

53

The Windy City Discovered




Books, Movies and music about Chicago

Chicago (Eyewitness Travel Guides) City Walks Deck: Chicago: 50

(Turtleback) Adventures On Foot(City Walks) (Cards)

by Jane Ewart (Editor) by Christina Henry de Tessan (Author), Bart
Wright (lllustrator)

Chicago Then and Now (Then & Now)

Top 10 Chicago(Eyewitness Travel (Hardcover)
Guides) (Paperback) by Elizabeth McNulty (Author) "View
by DK Publishing (Author) toward the north-northeast, 1936..."
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Pocket Guide to Chicago Architecture  Chicago (Widescreen Edition) (2002)
(Paperback) Starring: Renee Zellweger, Richard Gere
by Judith Paine McBrien (Author) "Few

cities pride themselves more on their

architecture than Chicago..."

And Guide Chicago: Architecture & U2 - Vertigo 2005 - Live From Chicago
Design (And Guides) (Paperback) (2005) _
by Michelle Galindo (Editor) Starring: Bono, The Edg®irector:

Hamish Hamilton, Erica Forstadt
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The Rolling Stones Live in Chicago at the
Chicago - City of the Century (2003) Double Door 1997DVD
Starring: American Experience

Shania Twain - Up! (Live in Chicago) Chicago (The Razzle-Dazzle Edition)

(2003)
gtz\:\:ier: gC assﬁ;r(liza? gsgain Starring: Taye Diggs, Cliff Saunders

Director: Rob Marshall
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Tourism Links about Chicago

egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal

Chicago office of tourism

www.gochicago.com

www.chicagotraveler.com/chicago tourism.htm

Magnificent events and attractions

Request information about Chicago

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com

www.enjovillinois.com

www.meetinchicago.com

Chicago Park District

lllinois state webpage

Chicago tourism and convention bureau
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